IT SCREEN GODDESS MEDIA STATEMENT

We’re doing this to:

· Smash through the perception of the geeky technologist.

· Put a spotlight on the industry and increase national interest and awareness (in careers in information technology). 

· Raise awareness of the diversity of Women in IT.

· Raise money for non profit groups that run initiatives to encourage females to take up technology studies and to enter technology careers.

· Promote organisations and companies involved in and supporting IT, through sponsorship/promotional opportunities on each page of the calendar.

More then just a calendar, the IT Screen Goddess Initiative is a national media and advertising campaign designed to reach target audiences we have failed to reach via traditional means. 

The calendar aims to dispel the "geeky" image of IT and the perception that IT is not a desirable career for women, by providing a life expose of real women with unreal careers – all living and loving IT. We hope you enjoy it as much as we enjoyed making it!

Reasoning:

IT profession perception, predicted skills shortages, and low IT Course enrolments, specifically of females is a very pertinent and current issue in Australia. A National ICT Skills Summit was held in Brisbane on the 21st and 22nd of June 2006 to address these issues.  

Much has been debated and written all around the world about the declining interest of women in taking up technology studies and careers.  Many active, committed people and groups have tried multiple strategies and tactics, including role modeling, mentoring, career days and awards. 

Sonja Bernhardt, the innovator behind the Screen Goddess Initiative believes it is also time to adopt a new approach. That is to utilize mass media and popular themes to directly meet and challenge mainstream audience misperceptions about the industry and more specifically about women in technology. 

Sonja is passionate about technology and the value of technology careers. She believes the value technology professionals provide to our society, not just for work, but from leisure, health and entertainment perspective should be more recognized and the profession esteemed as highly as other more ‘glamorously’ perceived careers. .

Thus the theme "Screen Goddesses of IT" capitalises on society’s admiration for movie stars, showing real "goddesses" of the computer screen, a selection of real women working in Information Technology.

Project Information

A diverse range of models was selected to represent the reality of a variety of roles – from software to hardware, from students to managing directors – as well as a wide range of ages, ethnicities and body shapes.

Each month includes a biography of the woman featured that month, as well as a significant date in technology history, covering leading technology women such as Ada Lovelace, Grace Hopper, Hedy Lamarr, Anita Borg and our Australian contingent of WWII General MacArthur Bureau female cytologists, Diana Ryall, and Ann Moffatt.

100% of profits will be distributed to active industry groups to go towards supporting role model, career events, mentoring activities, and other intervention projects plus nominated technical, scientific and medical funds/associations.

The Endeavour Foundation has been contracted to do the packaging and distribution.

Typical groups who will receive the profits are available on the AWISE (Australian Women in IT and Science Entity) web site awise.org.au  eg. www.wit.org,au, www.witwomen.org.au, and  www.gidgits.org 

Sponsors:

As diverse as the industry is so are the sponsors – they are a classic cross section of organisations that represent the industry.  A mixture of IT and telecommunications corporate, small and medium firms, recruitment, education, industry associations and service firms.

Some credible major industry players that supported the initiative are AAPT, AWISE, iBurst, Monash University  and Peoplebank.

The full list of sponsors that supported the initiative are:

· AAPT

· AWISE _ Australian Women in IT an Science Entity 

· BizEbox

· Fixmysuper

· Gilletts Jewellers

· Golden Orb

· Iburst 

· ICT eco systems

· i.on my business

· Lewis Media

· Monash University

· Peoplebank

· Sauce Software

· Solve IT Software

· ThoughtWare

Crew

The Innovator: 

Sonja Bernhardt – Sonja is the brain child behind the calendar and project managed the initiative from concept to celebration. Sonja has a credible history of supporting women in technology endeavours.

Sonja has been named one of the top 50 influential women in the world in science and technology. On 8 December 2005 Sonja was the first Australian inducted into the Hall of Fame for Women in Technology International. The ceremony was held in Silicon Valley.

Sonja believes that now is the time to take ‘drastic’ measures to smash through barriers and perceptions. She believes that this calendar is a way to generate mass interest and a way to raise funds for on going not for profit activities. 

sonjab@thoughtware.com.au

www.thoughtware.com.au
The Publisher:

Lewis Media is a Brisbane-based production company renowned for its corporation multimedia productions, including television commercials, corporate videos and websites. They have also recently successfully launched the inaugural Construction Calendar 2006.

Founder Julia Lewis B.A (honors) has over 12 years experience, having worked in London, Sydney and Brisbane as a producer, director and editor. She has worked on a range of documentaries including ‘Great Pubs of the Great South East’ for Channel 7, short films and corporate productions, as well as video content and programs for internet streaming. 

julia@lewismedia.com.au

www.lewismedia.com.au

Other companies involved in this project are:

· Mirage Design – a graphic design studio, headed by Jane Long. 

www.miragedesign.com.au
· Elite Photographics – Chris Marr, M Photog. AIPP
www.elitephotos.com.au
Model biographies

Sonja (Cover) – sonjacover@itgoddess.info  
IT&T Service Centre Manager, QLD

I manage the day-to-day running of an IT Service Centre which looks after 800+ clients and over 40 offices Australia wide.  Every hour of every day is different and throws new challenges my way.

 

My IT career started when I was living in London and I have worked in France and Germany as well.  In the UK I worked in an all female IT department – we had the neatest server room! A highlight of my career was being awarded a Women in Technology (WIT) scholarship when I first moved to Brisbane nearly three years ago.

 

When it comes to IT, it makes sense to master the basics before moving to the advanced. Don’t just plan for training and certification, plan for experience as well. When starting out don’t aim too high in training and certification, but make sure your experience and learning options match. Always start with the fundamentals - entry-level training and certifications. Basic fundamental knowledge and excellent customer service skills are a necessity for sustainable career growth.
Kara (October) – kara@itgoddess.info 
Operations Manager, - Euduka Solutions Web Company, WA
My job constantly brings new challenges and requires new skills and ways of thinking. It entails a huge variety of tasks, so I’m never bored.

My most significant achievement is learning so much at such a young age! I’ve worked hard to get to this point, but I definitely have Eduka to thank for giving me the opportunity to try out new things and discover what I enjoy the most.

I am confident, and sometimes bossy! I temper those things with a willingness to learn and that is what has helped me to come this far. I’d advise anyone entering the IT industry to gain a wide general IT knowledge so you can clearly understand how the output from different teams is brought together.

Above all don’t become complacent because the industry changes every day - you do need to keep up.

Raeleen (November) raeleen@itgoddess.info

Founder & CEO of a Software Development Company, QLD

My main focus is on creating a great experience for staff, customers and suppliers. The role includes moving the business forward using innovative products, distribution, marketing and processes. I enjoy finding opportunities in local and export markets and creating products using leading edge technology.

I’m motivated by reflecting on what has been created and looking to the future to see what we can achieve. I look at the business not as it is today, but what it could be tomorrow and use our skills, passion and imagination to get us there.

You must be passionate about what you do. Believe in yourself, and invest in the career that will make you fulfilled and happy.

Sarah (December) sarah@itgoddess.info
Business Development Manager for Volcanolive, QLD

I’m the Business Development Manager for Volcanolive- a company conducting adventure travel, documentary production and photography. I love sourcing new business, conducting negotiations and meeting people! As Secretary to the Gold Coast Region IT Forum, I have recently embarked on a new venture helping local ICT companies export their solutions to Africa (www.sky-data.com). I got into IT because it’s a dynamic, varied and exciting field. I have a Master of Science Degree in Biochemistry and also work in the public sector on regional economic development strategies.

My motivation in life is to make the most of each day and be the best I can be. My hobbies include travel, mountaineering, hiking, reading and sports.

Rachel (January) rachel@itgoddess.info
Data Telecommunications - Network Engineer., QLD

I work on data network design through to implementation and support. My job has given me the opportunity to travel and work in countries I would never have dreamed of visiting. I have worked everywhere from Europe, to the Middle East including Algeria.

There is no real language barrier in IT making it the ideal career for people who like to travel.

One of the weirdest places I have found myself working is in the attic space of the House of Commons in London with Big Ben chiming loudly close by!

My best qualities include a genuine interest in what I do and the ability to adapt very

quickly to changing environments as well as being friendly but professional at the same time.

Anastasia – February Anastasia@itgoddess.info
Director, Young IT Professionals

Australian Computer Society, 2006 Australian Young Professional of the year, NT

In my role as Board Director Young IT with the Australian Computer Society I love meeting those working in ICT who on a daily basis achieve extraordinary things for government, private and volunteer sectors.

In my volunteer role I lead a team of people across Australia, chair meetings, lobby, formulate policy, travel and organise events.

The professional development opportunities of being a Board Director provides me with extra skills to deliver quality ICT projects to Northern Territory clients. Working in ICT can take you places you never dreamed of!!

Jennifer – February (not available for interviews)
Analyst/Programmer, QLD

My role covers everything from establishing functional requirements and design documentation to developing, testing and deploying our clients’ systems. A large part of my role is also providing customer service, being a first point of call for any problems our clients may experience with their IT systems.

I have had the opportunity of working on a variety of projects based in different locations such as Brisbane, Sydney and England. I enjoy working as part of a team environment and getting to know our clients’ businesses in order to design systems to suit their needs.

An Analyst/Programmer requires good problem-solving and communication skills and is an interesting and rewarding career.

Victoria – February Victoria@itgoddess.info
Senior Oracle Database Administrator, ACT

One of the biggest benefits of working in IT is that people are generally pretty friendly.

Being female in a technical role can have its challenges, but if you’re good at your job, it’s never a problem for long.

My principal advice to people interested in getting into a technology career is to

complete a university qualification such as a Bachelor Information Technology, focusing

on practical technical skills if you want a technical role.

My role is essentially to ensure the integrity of the database, that it performs well and is

recoverable. To be a great DBA you need skills in problem-solving quickly and effectively under pressure. It definitely doesn’t hurt to enjoy being on call 24x7 either!

Sharon – March Sharon@itgoddess.info
GM Products & Services for Personal Broadband Australia

My role is multi-faceted, flexible and dynamic, dependant on our business focus at that time. Today that includes ongoing technology & market R&D, full life-cycle commercialisation of Mobile Broadband Services; Marketing Communications, Portals, Brand & Creative.

I recently presented PBA services at the Global iBurst Forum in Johannesburg. This trip helped me to better understand the impact of the digital divide facing many developing nations.

I’m motivated by achievement. I’m inspired to create the future and feel privileged to be afforded the power of change. I’m an innovator who enjoys harnessing the potential of the incredible people around me.

Barbara – April barbara@itgoddess.info
Sales Specialist, QLD

I enjoy being at the forefront of technology that enables business to compete in an ever-changing competitive market. It is “all about the people’. On a daily basis I am fortunate to work with amazing people and have a wonderful cross section of customers to share business opportunities with.

In a previous life I was a Personal Assistant to a CEO of a financial institution. Found myself working for a mainframe company in the early 80’s and enjoyed the pace of the industry. Making a career change in 1984 became an easy option, which I have never regretted. At that time I was one of the few women working in the computer industry. Lots of challenges and lots of rewards.

Linda – April linda@itgoddess.info
Owner & operator of Catalyst Business Technology, VIC

I specialise in Business Systems Integration and Computer Security, customer relations, marketing, developing new product lines, finance and personnel. I also consult on IT Risk Analysis, Business Continuity Planning /Disaster Recovery and Web Marketing.

I began a career in IT because I was looking for something that was completely different to anything I had done before, that would be challenging and always progressive. Already in the short ten years I’ve been in the industry, I’ve worked as a web designer and developer, project manager, business and reporting analyst and now run my own business.

Megyn – May megyn@itgoddess.info
Web Consultant/Training, WA

I work as a Web Coach, teaching people about how best to use their website to generate business for them. I analyse the needs of the business and their website users and point them in the right direction.

Web Coaching combines the various fields of information technology, marketing, business, teaching and project management. Web Coaches need to be great communicators and have good analytical and comprehension skills.

I love to learn and share my knowledge. I’m constantly researching, reading and updating my skills.

By getting involved in industry groups and online forum discussions, you will find out the latest technology trends, which skills to learn and find answers to your questions.

Maryse – June maryse@itgoddess.info
Project Manager - Asia Pacific Regional Finance, Electronic Arts, QLD

The best part of my job is that no two days are ever the same.

I love change.I believe that what makes me successful is hard work, a positive life attitude and my communication and client service skills. I describe it as an ability to interpret and translate technical information for non-technical people. The ability to empathise with the needs of others, anticipating their requirements from a business, or systems, perspective and enacting change to achieve these needs.

I’m motivated by the desire for continuous learning; to keep improving my skills and capabilities. The desire to mentor and coach others so that they can achieve more of their own potential.

Retta – July retta@itgoddess.info
Graphic Artist, SA

I am a graphic designer at Encompass Presentations, an award winning design studio in the heart of South Australia’s Fleurieu Peninsula.

Designing a logo is the most rewarding part of my job. To be able to create an image for a company and see my work out in the market place on signage, business cards and brochures, certainly gives me a buzz.

Encompass Presentations have won Gold at the Printing Industry ‘PICA’ Awards for Excellence three years in a row with my designs and it is a great honour to be recognised by our industry partners.

Before becoming a graphic designer, I helped my parents with computer work and design in their printing business. I also worked in the hospitality industry and later in sales and marketing. These experiences have helped broaden my horizons and gave me an insight into the needs of other businesses.

Natalija – August (not available for interviews)
Web Developer, WA

I run my own company specializing in creative consultation and development of visual identity, print design and web development, I manage a variety of community based projects and I am a photographer.

The best part of my job is having really artistic clients who are passionate about what they do, which in turn inspires me to create great things. Sharing a similar ethos means the work is always rewarding.

Significant achievements include training staff, as a volunteer, at a university in Papua New Guinea to give them the capacity to design with various software packages, my company being named a State Arts Sponsorship Patron and co-creating an online collaborative writing project,

dialogues.concrete.org.au.

I learned how to code html via email, then created my own photography website in 1997. It was so exciting I haven’t look back since!

Judy – September judy@itgoddess.info
Primary Teacher, ICT Coordinator, QLD

The best part of my job is the enjoyment of seeing my students immersed in the learning process using their computer skills. Seeing young students, who may normally struggle with their school work, come alive in their ability to produce amazing work using their computer skills.

I would have to say my most significant achievement is editing videos for school events. I love creating using technology.

The world of IT is enormous. There are so many career avenues in IT to choose from. Find your creative or intellectual gift in IT and run with it. You will love it. Technology may be only a tool that we use but it is one of the most rewarding tools you will ever use.

DREAM BIG AND DO IT.

Renee – September renee@itgoddess.info

High School Student Teacher, IT, QLD

The best part of my job is mucking around on computers all day and teaching students new computer skills.

I’ve only done 4 PRACS but the best experience so far was when as a FEMALE I taught a whole room full of males.

I love how creative you can be on computer and the thing that motivates me is that I want my students to have a passion for computers too.

I love filming and editing my own videos on the computer and being creative with photos and databases.

Liisa – October liisa@itgoddess.info

Uni Lecturer, QLD

I teach information systems courses to students in an IT degree programme. Information

systems are concerned with the organizational and human implications of computer-based systems and applications.

There’s never a dull moment; almost every day new and exiting technologies become

available and you get to see how much older technologies have improved. It’s interesting to try to figure out what the real value of those technologies are for society and workplaces.

The work we have done on gender aspects of computing has been very satisfying, as it has not only highlighted the potential of women in the male dominated IT field, but also helped us understand how the IT industry is constructed.

I got into IT when I was studying mathematics. We used Fortran programming skills to solve maths problems and these skills helped me get a job in the IT department of a newspaper printing company. Eventually I became a chief systems analyst for their production control systems before moving on to lecturing.

Jane – November jane@itgoddess.info
Principal, Mirage Design, Graphic Design & Web Development, QLD

I specialise in helping small to medium businesses grow through creating their new branding, print designs and websites. I also design software interfaces and calendars!

My career in design started at a software company where I was writing user documentation. Eventually I started designing manuals, presentation material and product packaging before moving on to work with several different design studios.

When I first started my business in 1996 I worked closely with a traditional designer, teaching her how to use computers whilst learning more about design – it was like a mutual apprenticeship! She was (and remains) an amazing source of information and inspiration.

I really enjoy the diversity of working with smaller companies (I just love an underdog!). You’ve really got to be able to think outside the square. You’ve also got to be able to empathise with the client and love their business as much as they do.

Kim – December kim@itgoddess.info
CEO for ICT Ecosystems Pty Ltd, Partner of Golden Gate Trading Australia and Serial Entrepreneur, QLD

I help businesses across Australia and New Zealand collaborate innovatively and partner with the biggest Technology companies in the world, IBM and Microsoft. I get to play with the latest gadgets before they are released to market.

My greatest career achievements include being awarded the ambassadorship title for women in technology and an Ausindustry award for outstanding innovative achievement for handemail product.

My current ecosystem initiative involves thousands of companies across Australia and New Zealand. The Golden Gate business has reached cities right throughout China.

Women are great entrepreneurs. You do not have to be a geek or really “techy” to be very successful. Women are often successful because of their communication and people management skills. Start your own business take a chance!

